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Flint Hills Resources Corpus Christi Earns Wildlife Habitat 

Council Gold Certification 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (January 15, 2025) – Flint Hills Resources Corpus Christi has achieved a 
Gold Certified designation from the Wildlife Habitat Council (WHC) for its Wildlife Learning 
Preserve. Gold is the highest honor, and this certification signifies leadership among the over 600 
WHC Conservation Certification programs. Flint Hills Resources has maintained a Conservation 
Certification® from the WHC for more than 20 years. With more than 80 bird species calling it home, 
along with a crew of reptiles, amphibians, mammals, moths and butterflies, the Wildlife Learning 
Preserve is a thriving sanctuary. 

“The Wildlife Learning Preserve is recognized as meeting the strict requirements of WHC 
Conservation Certification,” said Margaret O’Gorman, president, WHC. “Companies achieving 
WHC Conservation Certification, like Flint Hills Resources, are environmental leaders, voluntarily 
managing their lands to support sustainable ecosystems and the communities that surround 
them.” 

This recognition of corporate-owned land includes Flint Hills’ Corpus Christi West Refinery and the 
area surrounding it. In total, this land spans over 130 acres in Nueces County, where the company 
promotes conservation and healthy habitat creation. They last earned a gold certification status in 
2019.  

Some 2024 accomplishments that pushed the certification from silver to gold were increased 
employee engagement, repairing the bat hotel, installing owl boxes, and establishing a walking trail 
through the mesquite canopy. From nesting boxes and a fiddler crab habitat, to insect motels and 
pollinator gardens, Flint Hills’ employees and community volunteers work together to create 
healthy habitats, encourage engagement, and cultivate learning opportunities.  

“It’s been awesome to see how our Wildlife Learning Preserve has evolved over the years, 
especially now getting back to a Gold Certified site,” said Rodney Dillon, vice president and 
manufacturing manager at Flint Hills Resources Corpus Christi refinery. “We thank all of our 
dedicated employees and volunteers who have spent countless hours caring for these lands and 
demonstrating how industry and nature can not only coexist but thrive together." 

The Wildlife Learning Preserve also serves as an ecological study site for elementary, secondary 
and college students. The property features 16 acres of wetlands, 49 acres of mesquite brushland, 
26 acres of upland grasslands and 39 acres of coastal marshes. 

The Corpus Christi refinery is Flint Hills Resources’ second gold certified site. The company’s Flint 
Hills Resources Pine Bend refinery in Rosemount, Minn., is also gold certified. 
 



 

 

About Wildlife Habitat Council 
Wildlife Habitat Council promotes and certifies habitat conservation and management on 
corporate lands through partnerships and education. WHC Conservation Certification programs 
take corporate sustainability goals and objectives and translate them into tangible and measurable 
on-the-ground actions. Through a focus on building collaboration for conservation with corporate 
employees, other conservation organizations, government agencies and community members, 
WHC programs focus on healthy ecosystems and connected communities. WHC-assisted wildlife 
habitat and conservation education programs are found in 48 states and 24 countries. 
www.wildlifehc.org  

About Flint Hills Resources 
Flint Hills Resources is a leading refining company with operations primarily in the Midwest and 
Texas. Flint Hills operates the Pine Bend refinery in Rosemount, Minnesota, and two refineries in 
Corpus Christi, Texas with a combined crude oil processing capacity of more than 700,000 barrels 
per day. The company produces, markets and transports refined products including gasoline, 
diesel, jet fuel, asphalt and heating oils. Flint Hills Resources also owns and/or operates more than 
4,000 miles of pipelines that transport crude oil, refined petroleum products, natural gas liquids 
and chemicals that are delivered through a distribution system of more than 40 terminals 
throughout the Midwest and Texas. More information at www.fhr.com  
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